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Aug. 1, 1995
POLL FINDS MOST MONTANANS OPPOSE VIEWS OF MILITIA
MISSOULA The Militia of Montana and other similar groups in Montana, like the Freemen, have
garnered increased public and media attention in recent weeks, and some have claimed significant
increases in membership and interest as a result. Some of these groups also claim to speak for, or
to represent the views of, many Montanans. But, according to the latest Montana Poll, a
pronounced majority of adult Montanans themselves would probably disagree with such claims of
representation.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, The University of Montana Bureau of Business and
Economic Research interviewed 402 adult Montanans statewide June 22-27.
Most Montanans overall — by a margin of more than three to one — apparently oppose the
views of these groups generally, according to Susan Selig Wallwork, director of the poll. Roughly
seven respondents in 10 (68 percent) said they were opposed to the views of these types of groups.
Two in 10 (20 percent) said they supported their views. The rest (12 percent) were undecided.
This pattern, including pronounced opposition to the views of these groups, was consistent
among all subgroups of Montanans, Wallwork said. Any differences between subgroups were a
matter of degree, not a difference in attitudes, she said. For example, while sizable majorities of
both Democrats and Republicans were opposed generally to the views of these groups, opposition
was significantly greater among the Democrats than among the Republicans. Similarly, the
-more-
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opposition tended to increase with education and was greater among college graduates than among
those with less formal education. And the opposition was more pronounced among those living
east of the Divide, compared with residents of western Montana.
The Montana Poll’s statewide sample was drawn using the bureau’s two-stage random
sampling process that generates a representative cross-section of Montana’s adult population. Its
random digit telephone sampling program generates a statewide sample of telephone numbers,
proportionate with the distribution of households in the state. A second random sampling
procedure is then used to select one adult respondent in each household, taking into account the
number and gender of adults in the household. The total sample (all respondents) has a potential
maximum error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points. The error margin for any subgroups
would be larger depending on the size of the group.
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MONTANA POLL
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula,
Montana 59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide (n=402)

Interview dates:
Topic:

June 22-28, 1995

Attitudes toward Militia of Montana and Similar Groups in General

In the last few weeks, there's been a lot more attention paid to the Militia o f Montana and
other similar groups in Montana. Some o f the people in these groups say they speak for, or
represent, the opinions o f many Montanans. Generally speaking, how do you feel about the
views o f these groups.....
Support

Oppose

Undecided

20%

68%

12%

Registered to vote (n=333)

20%

69%

10%

Democrat8 (n=100)
Republican3 (n=120)
Independent3 (n=137)

8%
26%
27%

80%
67%
64%

12%
8%
9%

Male (n=174)
Female (n=228)

25%
17%

66%
70%

10%
13%

Native Montanan (n=208)
Born outside Montana (n=194)

20%
21%

72%
64%

9%
14%

High school education or less (n=168)
Some college (n=118)
College graduate (n=110)

24%
18%
19%

62%
71%
76%

14%
11%
5%

Western Montana*5 (n=142)
Eastern Montana*5 (n=260)

25%
18%

62%
72%

13%
10%

All Montanans (all respondents) (n=402)

NOTE:

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

aSelf-described.

bWest and east of Continental Divide.
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